Lesson Plans for World War I as the Pivotal Point in History

Derek Frieling

10th Grade

World History

Description:  Students will present an argument for what was the most significant result of World War I to change the development of the world.

Rationale:  World War I marks the major change in the progression of history into the modern world.  Understanding the causes of this war and how it changed history is necessary for students to understand how history is linked and how current issues are linked to this pivotal point in history.

Time Frame:  Parts of 5 class periods (block scheduling).  Can be expanded to become a semester project to include World War II, the Cold War, and current conflicts in the Middle East.

Motivation for lesson plan:  The idea for this lesson was inspired by several of the presentations at the conference.  The main inspiration came from full inclusion at the conference.  Discussing every aspect of World War I and coming to full realization of the implications of World War I to the present day.

Lesson objective:  Students will analyze the implications of World War I throughout the twentieth century to present day events.

Standards:  2b7- Examine all of the wars of the twentieth century (i.e., World War I and II), including: causes, comparisons, consequences and peace efforts
Secondary Materials:  The following is a list of suggested secondary sources and their availability on the Internet

European map 1914- http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/maps/map_images/Europe1914.gif 

Europe map 1919- http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/maps/map_images/Europe1918.gif 

Chart of industrial production growth among major nations- http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/indrevtabs1.html 

Map of trench warfare- http://wps.ablongman.com/wps/media/objects/262/268312/art/figures/KISH_26_593.gif 

Map of mandates- http://www.users.cloud9.net/~recross/israel-watch/images/aa_304.jpg 

Balkan nationalism- http://www.saburchill.com/history/chapters/empires/0060.html 

Armenian genocide- http://www.armenian-genocide.org/ 

Origins of the term Double V- http://www.blackpressusa.com/history/Timeline_Essay.asp?NewsID=104 

David Stephenson and the KKK- http://www.centerforhistory.org/indiana_history_main7.html 

Primary Sources:  The following is a list of suggested primary sources and their availability on the Internet

Treaty of Versailles- http://www.firstworldwar.com/source/versailles.htm
Pre World War I alliances- http://www.firstworldwar.com/source/pre1914.htm
Primary sources concerning the Red Scare- http://recollectionbooks.com/bleed/images/BB/statue.JPG, http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/jah/89.3/images/gidlow_fig2_b.gif, http://hti.osu.edu/opper/mediaserver/RedScare_54.jpg, http://www.atomicplatters.com/images/rediceberg_cvr_510.jpg, http://content.answers.com/main/content/wp/en/thumb/4/49/180px-RedChannelsCover.jpg, http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/herblock/images/hblock6.jpg, 

Joseph McCarthy's 1950 speech- http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/cold.war/episodes/06/documents/mccarthy/ 

Mitchell Palmer’s speech:  “A Case Against the Reds”- http://www.assumption.edu/users/McClymer/his261/Palmer,%20The%20Case%20Against 

Propaganda posters- http://infolab.stanford.edu/~mmorten/propaganda/wwi/us--45/destroy-brute.jpg, http://www.historywiz.com/propaganda.htm, http://www.historywiz.com/lusitania.htm 

World War I era machine gun- http://www.diggerhistory.info/images/weapons-ww1-allied/vickers.jpg 

World War I era tank- http://images.encarta.msn.com/xrefmedia/sharemed/targets/images/pho/0005c/0005c063.jpg 

Primary documents highlighting the Harlem Renaissance- http://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/models/harlemren/primarydocs.html 

Speech by Marcus Garvey- http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/sayitplain/mgarvey.html 

Other World War I sources- http://www.historyteacher.net/APEuroCourse/WebLinks/WebLinks-WorldWar1.htm 
Technology required:  Primary and secondary sources may be acquired via the Internet.  Students may want to present with PowerPoint, video, or other media.

Description:  World War I is the primary pivotal point in the change of history in the modern era.  The war is the focal point of many historical developments.  Students need to grasp an understanding how this war changed history and effects their current lives.

Prior to instruction on World War I students will be divided into groups of four.  Each group will be assigned to create a thesis to argue what was the most significant development that happened as a result off World War I.  Students are to choose from one of the following four theories, which will be presented:

1. World War I upset the balance of power throughout the world.  The issues the world was forced to deal with following World War II was nothing more than an exaggeration of what was set in motion by World War I.  World War I solved nothing.  For all practical purposes, World War II is simply a continuation of World War I after a twenty-year cease-fire.  The Treaty of Versailles punished Germany severely and led inevitably to World War II.  Furthermore, World War I did not produce a clear-cut winner as Germany still had the ability to rebuild after it renounced the Treaty of Versailles.  Old World powers of Austria-Hungary, Great Britain, and France had been destroyed or significantly decreased in power as evidenced by the division of the Austrian Empire, the rise of independence movements in colonial territories of the imperial powers, and the redrawing of maps.  Furthermore, the United States was the only country taking steps to demonstrate increased significance as a world power.  This led to an early cold war as the first Red Scare became apparent in American society.  This was pitted against the rise of communism under Bolshevik control in the newly formed Soviet Union.  World War II simply continued what World War I failed to completely make apparent to the leaders of the world.  The tensions following World War I were further exacerbated following World War II.  World War II simply completed the destruction of Old World powers and heightened the Cold War tensions to levels where it had not been previously recognizable or acknowledged by the masses following World War I.

2. World War I changed technology of the world.  The carnage of World War I was unparalleled to previous wars because of technological advances.  World War I was fought unlike any other war.  Although there were hints of trench warfare in other wars, in none did it encompass fighting strategies in the totality that it did in World War I.  However, trench warfare has not been used to the same extent in subsequent wars.  This is due to the increase in technology prior to, during, and after World War I.  Previous wars were fought in a more traditional fashion, but the machine changed this strategy of war.  Trenches needed to be dug in defense of the machine gun, but by the end of the war the supremacy of tanks superceded the advantage of the trenches.  This development of technology was started during the industrial revolution in the nineteenth century, but not adopted fully by the military until World War I.  By the end of the war, technology changed warfare again to completely alter battle strategies in subsequent wars.  Battlefield technology has become so important, we have come to the point that wars are currently won and lost to a large degree in laboratories and computers rather than by shear numbers on the battlefields.

3. World War I led to greater psychological changes among the solders who fought and the civilians back on the home front.  Participants in the war experienced shellshock or post-traumatic stress disorder or whatever current popular term describes the severe psychological problems that war leads to.  This, of course, is not exclusive with World War I or even started in World War I, but the war did lead to several changes that were in part due to the devastating emotional problems people encountered during and following World War I.  People were no longer complacent to trust the leaders they followed into the war.  Successful revolutions occurred in the Ottoman Empire and Russia.  In addition, several other nations gained their independence.  In many of these nations, the old monarchial orders were overthrown and the people took greater civic responsibilities for themselves.  It is true there had been revolutions before in history and even some within the same basic time frame.  However, in these previous revolutions one monarch was simply replaced by another or the monarchy regained power after a period of time.  The countries that gained new leadership following World War I by and large never returned to a true monarchial style leadership.  Even those that retained a monarchial figurehead, the true power rested in a more popular sovereign group.

4. World War I led to the rise of great racial and ethnic problems in the post war period.  Cases in point include:  unrest in the Middle East exacerbated by the creation of mandates by France and Great Britain; Armenian genocide in the Ottoman Empire; nationalism in the Balkans, which was a contributing cause to the unrest leading to World War I and continued to be a problem following the war; anti-Semitism in Europe as the Jewish population was used as a scapegoat for problems not only in Germany but elsewhere across the continent finally leading to the controversial creation of Israel in 1948; and the foundation of the Civil Rights Movement in the United States as soldiers returning home desired to achieve a Double V even though that terminology wasn’t widely used until World War II in which the controversy is evidenced by the rise of the New Negro Movement, Harlem Renaissance, back to Africa movement, Great Migration, new rise of the Ku Klux Klan, and general increased xenophobia.

Students will develop one of the four arguments within their groups and provide evidence from primary and secondary sources to defend their thesis.  Addition information will be provided from teacher instruction.

The group will deliver and defend their thesis to class in a presentation.  Each group must also provide documented evidence to defend their thesis.  PowerPoint or other technological support in their presentation is encouraged.  Additionally, each group must submit a written document to defend their thesis with at least four different (one for each student in the group) reasons why it is the most significant reason World War I changed history.  A visual representation must be included to support each of their four arguments and should be included in the presentation.

Scoring Guide for World War I Causes

Assignment:

Prepare a persuasive argument and paper for the most significant result of World War I.












_________
Evaluation Checklist:
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Possible
Received

Effective persuasive presentation










  50 


Visual representation included in presentation to enhance presentation










  30 


Documentation of proof of thesis from primary and secondary sources










  30 


Written paper supporting the presentation with at least 4 supporting arguments










  50 


Effective participation within the group










  20 
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